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L—OBSERVATIONS ON «THE BEACON," AND ON REU- 
GIOUS CONTROVERSY. 

11— THE OBLIGATION OF FORBEARANCE, TOWARDS 
THOSE, WHOM WE CONCEIVE TO BE IN ERROR. 

III.— THE ULTIMATE TEST OF TRUTH. 



ON 



MUTUAL TOLERANCE, 



IPatt dfit»U 



OBSERVATIONS ON «THE BEACON," AND ON 
RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. 

Though sectarian distinctions are necessary, 
and are conducive to very important purposes ; 
yet, as regards individuals, and the real con- 
dition of the mind and character, nothing can 
wen be a more superficial classification of 
mankind. There are those in the most oppo- 
site sects, virho, in all proper estimation, are 
essentially alike ; and, in the same sect, are 
those v\rho are widely different; vnthout, 
either in the one case or the other, any ap- 
prehension bemg entertained, that such is the 
fact. Men often think that they differ, vrhen, 
in truth, they think alike ; nor ought we to 
wonder at this, since, without knowing it, 
they differ from themselves. 
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Religious Societies are contrivances of 
peace: in order that^ undistracted by inutnal 
disputes, we may attend to our individual in- 
terests as beings who are responsible for them- 
selves, and who are formed for discipUne and 
improvement. These results are hardly pos- 
sible to be realized, if we become involved in 
the endless perplexities of controversy. 

Though I consider many parts of the 
volume which has given occasion to these 
pages, to contain mistaken views, and though 
there are many expressions which I greatly 
regret; yet I am far from entertaining a 
thought or a feeling, in )*egarcl to the atithor, 
inconsistent with the integrity of his motives; 
and, far indeed be it from me, to forget the 
deference which is due to that freedom of 
judgment, which is our common right ; and 
which is, at once, a prerogative and. a duty, 
assigned to us by the all^wise and merciful 
Creator. 

Let it not be understood that I accuse the 
Author of intending to employ the exaggera- 
tions and perversions of Qiiakerism, as a 
means to assail the essential principles of the 
Society of Friends. But, his volume is so 
little guarded in these respects, that^ on per- 
sons who are not very well informed on the 
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grounds of our religious principles^ its effect 
will be nearly the same as if, in reality, such 
had been his deliberate intention. Any such 
intention, however, I do not believe he enter- 
tained. But it has become necessary, in 
cons^uence of the appearance of his work, 
to give an explanation that shall discriminate 
the one from the other. 

^^The Beacon" is an instance of what is a 
very common mode of proceeding in contro- 
versy, the confounding together the abuse of 
a system and its use, making the latter 
answerq^ble for the former. And it omits to 
make those reservations in favour of the ac- 
knowledged principles of the Society, which 
were due. to the important views of Chris- 
tianity, with which they are. connected; and 
due^ also, to the interests of peace. 

What is said on. Quietism, in page 52, 
second edition,'— however unintended, would 
have the appearance of being levelled against 
the Silent Worship of the Society of Friends. 
Yet there is a rational and scriptural Quiet- 
ism^ as well as an absurd one. If Molinos 
was a, Quietist, so was Fenelon. But, on this 
position, that there is a rational Quietism, I 
appeal to higher authority; and it will not be 
said of the following expressions^ that they 
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are to be taken with any very ample latitude 
of meanings on the prmciple of that conve* 
nient allegation^ so frequently used in the 
ceaseless contests of scripture-controversia* 
lists^ that they are figurative language. 

''But thou^ when thou prayest^ enter into thy doset^ 
and when thou hast shut the door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret." — Mat 6. 5. 

'^ Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I, in the midst of them.'* — Mat 18. 20. 

" Commune with your own heart, on your bed, and be 
Btm."— Psalm 4 4. 

''God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into yoor 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father." — GaL 4. 6. 

"My soul, wait thou, only upon Ood, for my expecta- 
tion is from him." — Psalm 62. 6. 

" He leadeih me to the still watery He restoreth ray 
Bovi."— Psalm 23. 2. 

"Praying always, with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit; and watching thereunto, with all perseverance." — 
•Gal. 6. 18. 

" God is a Spirit ; and> they that worship him, must wot- 
ship him in spirit and in truth." — John 4. 24. 

" The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we know not 
what we should pray for, as we ought"— £om. 8. 26. 

" Be still, and know that I am God."— Pw/m 46. 10. 
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In the first page of the second edition, the 
following texts are thus introduced :— 

**To the law, and to the testimony; if they speak not 
according to this wofA, it is because there is no light in 
them." — The Hdy Spirit by Isaiah. 

" Search the Scriptures."-— TA^ Lard Jesus Christ. 

"Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures."— TAe Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

**The Scripture cannot be broken." — The Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

There appears to be an impropriety in de- 
signating texts of Scripture m this unusual 
manner. It implies an assertion, in him who 
uses it, which is inconsistent with the well- 
known fact, that a great part of the Scrip- 
tures is susceptible of diversities of explana- 
tion, an assertion that the Holy Spirit has 
said so and so, when the quotation may be, 
as most of these are, but one, of several esti- 
mates of the meaning of the original, all 
diflFering from one other. It ought at least 
to be added, ^^ according to my opinion, such 
was the meaning of the Holy Spirit." Others, 
with the same obligation to judge for them- 
selves, and with the same right, may think 
that such was not the meaning of the Holy 
Spirit; and even if it were, may still think 

B 
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that the particidar application which is made 
of the passage is an improper one. This very 
passage from Isdah, for instance, is translated, 
by Lowth, very differently from the present 
quotation. 

^^ Search the Scriptures'' can hardly be the 
proper translation; but, "Ye search the 
Scriptures;" for the following reasons. 

Our Lord is blaming the Jews, that they 
will not come to him. If we understand the 
text to be a direction to search the Scriptures, 
the Jews would, first, have to comply with 
this, and then it would remain to be seen, 
whether, after having searched the Scriptures, 
they would come to him. But our Lord 
l^lainly speaks of somethii^ which is past, 
and which has not residted, as it ought to have 
done, in their coming to him. He reproves 
their actual indocility, their incompliance with 
the requisitions of Scripture; not their future 
indocility, which would have remained yet to 
be seen. The grammatic form of the original 
Greek confessedly, leaves the meaning doubt- 
ful, as to whether in the indicative, or the 
imperative sense; and leaves this to be made 
out, by inference, from the circumstances. 

^^Not knowing," means here, not rightly 
knowing^ It does not mean that the Scrip- 
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tures were unknown or were little known to 
the Jews. We may know the Scriptures very 
fazoiliarly^ yet not availafoly know theii\, An4t 
in fact^ it was eminently characteristic of the 
Jews, of that period, to employ themselves 
almost mcessantly upon the Scriptures; and 
to study them into endless forms c^ partial, 
obscured, and distorted meaning. An almost 
exclusive study of the Scriptures, in an illi- 
beral and superstitious spirit, with but little 
regard to "right reuon'; and but litfle, as 
is intimated in the context, "to the power of 
God," seems to have been the principal cause 
of their resisting, to the extent they did, the 
«vid«ice of divine truth, in our Saviour's mi- 
nistry and life. The unbelieving Sadducee^ 
the self-sufficient Scribe, the impenetrable 
Pharisee, were all of them, practised in the 
most te;nacious, imwearied, and zealous cri-* 
ticism of the Sacred Scriptures; and valued 
themselves principally, on that kind of emdi- 
dition. Those very parties were the distin- 
guished Biblists of the age. 

"The Scripture cannot be brokea.** Our 
I^rd appears to have put this, hypothetieally; 
and not, as the passage is giv^n here^ where 
it is broadly an assertion. There is reas(m 
to consider this position to have been a 
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common'^maxhn) current with those whom He 
is addressing; as indeed, there were a great 
many of this description, relating to the m- 
terpretation of the Scriptures. Used as such, 
it was the more conclusive against the parties 
with whom He was then arguing; but it does 
not appear to have any particular applicability 
to the present occasion. I am not aware that 
any one thinks *^the Scripture can be broken," 
but that, in many instances, we may easily 
mistake; that for the meaning of Scripture 
which is not so. 



Rige vi. second edition. ''The great deception appears 
to haye originated in the assumption that we are author- 
ised to expect to be taught the true knowledge of God 
and of his salration^ our duty to him^ and to our fellow^ 
men, immediately by the Spirit> independently of his reve- 
[ lation through the Scriptures/' 

It appears to be asserted in this passage, that 
the Spirit teaches only in the Scriptures, and 
never immediately; so that, if our Saviour, as 
he said of himself* had said, that the Scrip- 
tures are "the Way, the Truth, and the Life,*' 
he would have said no more than is here 
implied. 

*Johnl4.6. 
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Page vi. second edition. *^ They believed certain impres- 
sions madeon their ownminds, to be the dictates of inspiration." 

Just as we might say, in reference to the. 
hypothesis here maintained, (that the Spirit 
teaches only in the Scripture,) "he who be- 
lieves that the assistance of the Spirit has 
sealed to his mind a certain construction of 
the meaning of Scripture, is clearly liable, in 
this way, to invest the deductions of an ill- 
instructed mind, with the infallible authority ' 
of the Holy Spirit." Equally, on the one hypo- 
thesis and on the other, sincerity, earnestness^ 
charity, fidelity to what we know, are our 
ground of hope that we do not essentially err. 
Is anything more common, in the history of 
the Church, than an invincible confidence in 
the most opposite deductions from Scripture? 
A person has therefore only to believe in the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, afforded to his 
own, however erroneous, deductions, and he, 
also, is liable to sanctify error to himself. 

From the marked objection to the idea of 
immeMate teaching, we might very reasonably 
inquire, whether it is not meant by the Author, 
that the Holy Spirit immediately gives efficacy 
to the study of the Scriptures? It is difficult 
to perceive why immediatehf should be excep- 
tionable in one case and not in the other. 
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Page vi. second edition. '^ Assertii^ that the Spirit is 
a higher rule." 

It appears to me to have escaped the author's 
attention^ that if we advert to a rule, it is only 
when we are in doubt. If we speak of a rule 
applicable to the Scriptures, it is when there 
is a diflference of opinion, or a dubious appre- 
hension, in regard to some particular passage. 
The rule, then, properly speaking, refers not 
to the Scriptures as a whole, but to the parti- 
cular passage, at the time, in question. It will 
hardly be asserted that there are not many 
parts of Scripture, on which very different 
opinions may reasonably be entertained ; and 
from which, deductions, widely differing, may 
very reasonably be inferred. 

On the other hand, when we are in doubt on 
some point of practice or doctrine, which, for 
the present, rests on our own apprehension, 
or on that of some other person, and we have 
recourse to the Scriptures to assist our con- 
clusions: the Scripture, in reference to the 
present occasion, is properly regarded as a 
rule. 

Other nations have had their sacred books, 
claiming, like the Scriptures, to be divine. 
When we give an exclusive preference to one 
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only, the Bible, it is from the assent of our 
own internal conviction. On the authority of 
that internal conviction, even the Bible ac- 
quires its sacred character. 

Page vii. second edition. "Impressions made on their 
own minds." 

A sincere and satisfied impression of duty 
is the utmost, which, it is possible to attain. 
If a sincere and satisfied impression is not to 
be deemed our sufficient reliance, is an insin* 
cere and unsatisfied one? we can, by possi- 
bility, only have the one or the other. That 
we are clearly convinced, whether in refer- 
ence to Scripture, or to any thing whatever, 
is, while we are so, our only hold. If we are 
not to rely upon this, what is there that we 
are to rely upon? are we to believe, what we 
think is not true? we may err; but, still, at 
the time, it is our best attainment, provided 
we are sincere, and eaimest, and are honest 
to ourselves. If we are not such, this is 
clearly our fault. 

Page vii. second edition. "The history of fanaticism^ fire." 

Within little more than two pages, the ap- 
probious and embittered epithets, of heresy. 



/ 
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blasphemy^ fanaticism^ applied to supposed 
modificatioBS of the principles of the Society of 
Priends, seem to be more than is called for. 
In my view the particular opinions^ which are 
adverted to, are clearly erroneous ; but I la- 
ment such immeasured and condemnatory 
language. I lament, for its effect on those who 
have to be reclaimed ; I lament, for the exam- 
ple which it affords. Weak and fallible as 
we are, are we never to learn forbearance for 
each other's mistakes ? Whence is it, that we 
come to think, that this unsparing treatment 
of each other, — of ^^ our fellow-servants,'* — 
can any way be acceptable in the sight of our 
merciful and indulgent Lord, — of Him, " who 
quenches not the smoking flax, nor breaks the 
bruised reed, — ^who came, not to destroy but 
to save ?" 



Page Yii. second edition. "The pernicious theory, that 
the rerelation of the Spirit, through the Scriptures, is 
only a secondary rule, that the Spirit is himself a higher 
rule." 

We might ask, in reference to these expres- 
sions, at least, is not the Spirit a higher 
power? and even on the hypothesis main- 
tained by the author, is He not the actual 
determiner of Scripture-truth to the mind? 
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Yet, while the Holy Spirit is objected to, as a 
rule, he is admitted to be an interpreter, though 
the latter idea involves the former. If another 
is an interpreter to me, of that, which of my- 
self I do not comprehend, the interpretation 
which he gives, is my rule. 

What is admitted, in parts of this volume, 
respecting sanctification by the Spirit ; and 
what is excepted to, in other parts, respecting 
His proceedings and operations ; appear to me, 
when placed in parallelism together, as if we 
were to say, — ^^^I will allow of restored health, 
but not of a process of cure; will allow of 
nourishment, but of no eating and no drink- 
ing ; of being led, but not of proceeding on- 
wards ; of teaching, but not of anything being 
made known." 



Page viii. second edition. ''To speak of the Holy Spirit 
as a rule> involves the same incongruity as to speak of Qod 
as a rule." 

Yet we properly speak of God, as the foun- 
tain of Truth: and consider that in his perfect 
nature of Goodness and Wisdom, all Truth 
has its origin and essence. Is there, then, no 
communion of the Soul with God, in an ac- 
quaintance with Divine Truth? Is not the 

c 
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Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, our "leader 
into all Truth," "dividing severally as He will," 
and by such means as He pleases? Amongst 
those various means, the Scriptures are pre- 
eminent; another of those means, is the "law 
written in the heart," written there by our 
Creator's hand, and common to man, as a 
human being; another, is the various provi- 
dential experience of life; another, the exer- 
cise of our intellectual faculties, by meditation 
and reflection. Through all these means, and 
through many others. Divine Truth is concen- 
tered upon the mind, with a renewing and 
vivifying eflfect, which language may partly, 
but never can adequately convey* 



Page viii. second edition. "Assuming then, that the 
Scriptures of the New Testament are of as high authority 
as the Scriptures of the Old." 

Whatever is said in the New Testament, in 
regard to the Scripture, it is evident, is meant 
of the Old Testament. And yet, that this 
national collection of the sacred books of the 
Jews was, in the ordering of Divine Provi- 
dence, no more than a very partial revelation, 
the incompleteness of which was meant to be 
supplied afterwards, by the coming of our 
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Lord^ appears, amongst other proofs, from the 
remarkable fact, that even the immortality of 
the soul, and the doctrine of a future life, 
are no where expressly taught in the Old 
Testament. This position is asserted on the 
authority of some of the most learned and 
eminent dignitaries of the Church of England; 
and amongst them, the present Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Page ix. second edition. "The paramount rule." 

The Scripture is the paramount rule, so far 
as it is clearly imderstood, in reference to any 
particular point in question. All will, I think, 
agree in this; and none ought to require more. 

Page X. second edition. '* Bigotry and Mysticism." 

Mysticism is a very ambiguous term. In 
reference to subjects, which, while they are 
mysterious, are, in their nature, intensely in- 
teresting; there must be mysticism. Religion 
necessarily borders on the mysterious. There 
is, therefore, a rational, as well as an absurd, 
mysticism. 

In the Scriptures, as in the human heart; 
in our spiritual, moral, and intellectual nature, 
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as in the glorious infinity of creation; mys^ 
teries present themselves: light has its mys- 
terious sublimities, as well as darkness; and 
they all^ irresistibly, invite our meditation, 
and teem with instructive and affecting im- 
pressions. 

Science itself is, everywhere, in contact with 
mysteries, that are scarcely less profound than 
the sacred themes of religious contemplation; 
and only are second to them, in their attractive 
influence on the mind. 



Those who are conversant with the history 
of philosophic infidelity, well know, that no- 
thing so much subserves its attempted triumph 
over religion, as the excessive disparagement 
of those powers of perception and of thought, 
by the possession of which, man is constituted 
a responsible intellectual being. It is the ten* 
d^icy of sudi views, as are the basis of this 
volume, to subjugate the mind, by a degrading 
representation of everything thatconstitutesits 
rightful freedom. Those who would disparage 
all the avenues of truth, with the exception 
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alone of the Scriptures, are too prone to give 
into the expectation, that themselves are to 
be taken pre-eminently for its interpreters; 
and not inconsistently ; as they have, first, well 
inculcated upon us, that, in ourselves, we have 
nothing to which we can appeal ; and greatly 
indeed must we be wanting in modesty, if we 
are not aware, that the learned and weU-prac-* 
ticed critics in the Scriptures, the learned in 
Chaldee, Syriac, Hebrew, and Ethiopie, must, 
of course, be far better acquainted with the 
sacred writings than ourselves. 

In this author's reasonings on the subject 
of a " Test" to be found in Scripture, it appears 
to me to be taken for granted, that on all occa- 
sions, an infallible test is supplied in this re- 
source. The afisumption that an infallible test, 
for ev«7 occasion of difference of saitiment, 
is accessible in the Scriptures, is attended with 
this remarkable consequence, — ^that those who 
assume this position, bemg confident in their 
own particular view of Scripture, hesitate not, 
in the least, to pronounce a£lost and as heretics, 
allwhodissent from them ; and regard and treat 
them accordingly; and certainly, on their own 
principles, they appear to be folly entitled to 
act in this manner. But, in reference to the 
assumption of inMlifoiUty, either avowed or 
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implied, is it possible that the whole tenour of 
ecclesiastical history can be lost upon us? 

Is it, then, a matter of indifference whether 
we are right or wrong ? Far otherwise! " It 
is the Truth that makes us free."* Our deliver- 
ance from the thraldom of all depravity, is 
proportional to our acquaintance with the 
Truth, — ^not understood merely as it is capable 
of being embodied in forms of language, — ^but 
"Truth in the inward parts:"-!- — "our senses 
being exercised to discern both goodand evil,"J 
Truth has reference to the whole of oUr nature, 
and the general tenour of our existence, — ^has 
reference to all the relations in which we stand 
to God and Man. 

It is made an objection that we are liable 
to error; certainly we are so liable. It is 
part of our condition of a probationary state; 
that state, in which. Almighty Wisdom has 
deemed it right that man should be placed. 
From this very liability arise many duties, 
and no inconsiderable part of our intellectual 
and moral discipline; just as, from other dis- 
advantages that we are under, doubtless for 
beneficient purposes, other duties arise, and 

* John a 32. 
tPsalmsSl. 6. 
JHeb. 5. 14. 
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Other modes of instructive discipline. The 
principal exercise of the highest of Christian 
virtues, Charity, is to be found in bearing 
with each other in our - providentially-ap- 
pointed liability to error; and, in assisting 
each other, in the several difficulties, which 
thence arise. 

Men are required, by their opponents, to 
believe thaty on the authority of Scripture, 
the contrary of which, they believe, on the 
same authority. They are required to believe 
that, which, relying on the Scripture, they 
are convinced is not true! 

One person asserts a doctrine, and appeals 
to the Scripture, asserting that there is the 
affirmative; another denies the doctrine, and 
appeals to the Scripture, asserting that there 
is the negative. How, then, in any absolute 
sense of the word " Rule," can it be said that 
between these parties, the Scripture is a 
"Rule;" when, in fact, and is it not the fact? 
while one of them alleges that the Scripture 
rules this, the other, alleges that it rules the 
contrary. Thus the matter stands. They 
are apprized of each other's reasons for these 
diflferences of inference, and to what are 
they then left? Plainly to their internal con- 
viction; assisted, as we believe, by the Holy 
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Spirit, to the extent that pleases Him. Are 
they honest to this conviction, which is their 
last resource? If they are, "they have done^ 
what they conld!"* 

If, however, the word "Rule^* is understood 
to mean no more than that, to which, in the 
progress of mutual explanation, — (alas! how 
seldom is controversy such!) — ^reference is 
admitted to be properly made, but which, viery 
frequently, still leaves the question in an unde- 
cided state, then in this qualified sense^ the 
Scripture is a Rule. And therefore, the whole 
of these discussions on the Scripture being a 
Rule, has arisen from an ambiguity in the 
manner of using that word. 

Every consistent Protestant admits that we 
have no claim to infallibility. If the Scripture 
were a rule, in the absolute sense of the word, 
that admission would be illusory. The Catho- 
lic Church alone makes pretension to infallibi- 
lity. This, however, in the view of most 
Protestants, is one of the greatest objections 
to which that church is liable. If such is our 
opinion, at least, let us not, by our inconsis- 
tences, in eflfect, place ourselves in the same 
situation. 

*Markl4.a 
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The Catholics all^e from St. Paul, that 
^^ the Church is the pillar and ground of the 
Truth.''* "Yes," reply the Protestants, ^^the 
whole Church is such, of which the Catholics 
are only a part" *^No," interpose others, not 
very consistent Protestants, "they are not 
even a part, nor are the Unitarians, they, also, 
are not Christians; ourselves are the Church, 
and only we!" Thus, in respect to points in- 
numerable, are men perpetually contending on 
the meaning, or application, of the Scriptures. 

It follows from the tenour of the preceding 
remarks, that, supposing there is sincerity in 
controversial parties, each party is not only 
authorized but is obligated to judge for himself, 
in the best way that he can, and with all the as- 
sistances, that it is possible for him to obtain. 
But when this is done, and still there remains 
a diflPerence of opinion, or an understood 
difference; is there any accessible test, existing 
between the parties, by which, either of them 
can become entitled to denounce the other in 
terms of reproach, and to treat him accord- 
ingly? I contend that there is not. "To 
his own Master he standeth or falleth."-f' 



*1 Tim. a 16. 
tRom. 14.4. 
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Have we not a Master in common, to whom 
we are, each for himself, accountable? Yes! 
a Master most merciful! But His long- 
suflfering is too slow, for the impatience of 
zeal, that would lay waste the unripened 
harvest, to destroy the tares. We pass judg- 
ment on the principles of others, with a 
severity, which we can only be entitled to 
exercise, on the supposition, that ourselves are 
faultless, and that we know the hearts of men. 
Do men know their Qwn hearts? 

But, supposing that a Religious Society, in 
consequence of circumstances, is under a ne- 
cessity of expressing its judgment on the 
religious sentiments of part of its members; 
to what extent is it entitled to proceed? I con- 
tend, that it ought to assxune no more than 
would be implied in saying, ^^ those senti- 
ments are not the sentiments of the Society, 
are not consistent with that view of Christian 
Truth, which, as we prefer, we deem it our 
duty to profess; and they are sentiments, 
which, in our estimation, are of an injurious 
tendency." The disclaimer, which the Society 
of Friends has made, in regard to the parties 
in America, who have dissented from us, 
amounts to this, and no more. They are, 
no longer, members of our religious commu- 
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nity, that is to say, they are in the same, 
relation to us, that other persons are, who 
never have been ; except, that in regard to 
them, it is peculiarly our duty, to cherish the 
hope of their restoration. But I cannot con- 
sider, that such is the treatment which they 
have received, from all, who have assailed 
them. 

Though many parts of "the Beacon" have 
appeared to me to call for considerable freedom 
of animadversion; yet, it is not without 
sincere sympathy that, in closing these 
remarks on his volume, I advert to the 
author. Those alarms which have distressed 
his mind, and have occasioned his publication, 
appear to me, as regards the religious society 
of Friends, to be wholly unoedled for ; and that 
at any former period of its history, they might 
more reasonably have been entertained. The 
repeatedly-declared sentiments of the coDective 
Society, on what has taken place in America, 
the fact that in America, the discussions on 
these subjects have long been completely 
exhausted, and that, in this country, not 
a single publication, great or small, of the 
kind has appeared, are, together, conclusive, 
in my apprehension, to this result. In esti- 
mating differences of religious opinions, or 
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in putting others to the necessity of explain- 
ing themselves, it is necessary to make great 
allowance, for the inevitable effect of difference 
of position, in contemplating the same object. 
And it is surdy no more than justice claims at 
our hands, to make great allowance also for 
the imperfection of language, for want of skill 
in reasoning and analysis, and for defective 
information. Especially we ought to bear in 
mind that our condition, in this state of exist- 
ence, as it is probationary, is surrounded with 
dij£culties ; that ^^ the strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak ;''* and that, after 
all. Faith is not certainty. "Now we see 
through a glass, darkly; then, we shall know, 
even as we are known f'-f* when Faith, toge- 
th» with Hope, shall become lost in the all- 
comprehending perfection of Charity, — ^^ the 
greatest of the three!" — " for though I have 
all Faith, so that I could remove mountains^ 
and have not Charity, I am nothing.":}; 

The utmost agreement that is possible, on 
any complicated and extensive subject of an 
abstract nature^ is only an implied agreement. 
On such subjects, opinions are capable of an 

♦Rom. 16. I. 
+ 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
X\ Cor. 13.2. &c. 
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infinite divisiliUty. It was, therefore, not 
without reason, that St. Paul so earnestly and 
repeatedly cautioned those, to whom the 
maintenance of harmony was of the highest 
consequence, studiously to avoid questions and 
disputations. To be the cause of throwing 
a rdigious body into the countless difficulties 
of mutual contention, and to let loose, into 
a mischievous activity, the various personal 
prejudices and prepossessions, that quickly 
animate men, even unconsciously to them- 
sdves, when they are thrown into contending 
parties, isi to do the greatest possible injury 
to almost every thing, which as Men and as 
Christians, we are bound to respect. 

In such unhappy circumstances, those, who 
are least qualified, undertake, and think them- 
selves obliged, to pronounce on questions the 
most abstruse and difficult; will not endure the 
smallest dissent from their particular views ; 
and are confident, impetuous, and unsparing, 
not because they know, but because they areig- 
norant. In the natural progress of accusatory 
contention, expressions are misinterpreted; 
offences are supposed, that were never meant; 
intentions are assumed, and sentiments in- 
ferred, that were never entertained; advan- 
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tages are eagerly sought, with little scrupu- 
losity as to the means that are employed; 
recriminations follow, but they do not soon 
cease; even the observance of moderation 
and impartiality, the only Christian part, is 
deemed to be a proof, either of undecided 
views, or of an insincere, and deceptive dis- 
position. Mutual alienation, and wounded 
feelings, eventually are the wretched harvest, 
that rewards these unadvised proceedings. 
Charity; together with Peace, will quickly dis- 
appear; and if "we love not our brother, whom 
we have seen; how can we love God, whom 
we have not seen?"* Along with Charity and 
Peace, all the other christian virtues will 
depart, and take their last leave of borders, 
that were long their favoured abode. 

It ought not to be forgotten, that a great 
part of the Scriptures is wholly exempt from 
controversy; has little, even indirect, relation, 
to the questions, contested between diflferent 
classes of Christians. It is with the practical 
and spiritual application of the Scriptures, 
that we are principally concerned; with the 
devotional, the penitential, the admonitory 
parts of thesacred writings, and their historical 

* 1 John 4, 20. 
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parts, of incomparable interest; — ^not to render 
us dexterous controversialists, but " wise unto 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus."* Religion claims our affections and 
thoughts, our habitual observance; not so 
much, as a subject of controversial specula- 
tion, as because it is the business of life. It 
is the unhappy effect of controversial habits 
of thought, to withdraw the mind from dwell- 
ing on the unquestioned and practical parts 
of the sacred volume, those parts, which pe- 
culiarly claim our most studious attention. 
A really comprehensive knowledge of reli- 
gion, and of religious truth, is not to be ac- 
quired by speculation, nor is it to be conveyed 
by any ingenuities of theory; but is the 
attainment of a life redeemed from the spirit 
of the world, and is acquired, in great part, 
experimentally. "The path of the just shineth 
more and more, unto the perfect day.^-f- 

Is it less true now, than when the Psalmist 
sang, that ^*^ day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge ?";{; Are 
not the characters of Deity, legibly incribed 
on all that is displayed around us ? Are they 

•2 Tim. a 15. 
tProv.4. 18. 
$ Psalm 19. 2. 
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not radiant in the beauty, order, and infi^ 
nitude of his works ? To the awakened mind, 
the book of Nature, also, is a book of Revela- 
tion. The still small voice of oxir heavenly 
Father, is heard in the enlightened conscience, 
recalling to himself, in whispers of reproof, or 
of forgiveness and peace. By the respondence 
between them, we come to know, that this 
experimental revelation of Himself, and that 
other which he has been pleased to superadd, 
in his written Word, are, both of them, divine. 
They bear attestation to each other ; with a 
concurring force of evidence, which, while it 
exalts and purifies our sentiments and motives 
of action, raises our views to that eternal 
glory, to which we are called, in our blessed 
Lord and Saviour. 



END OF PART FIRST. 
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IPatt S^erontw 



THE OBLIGATION OF FORBEARANCE, TOWARDS THOSE, 
WHOM WE CONCEIVE TO BE IN ERROR. 



In the contests on points of doctrine, which 
disfigure the pages of ecclesiastical history, 
it is easy to perceive, that to the nncer- 
tainty attending the subjects themselves, is 
very conunonly added the uncertainty under 
which the parties remain, on what each other 
are really meaning, in their several differences 
of opinion. Our complex notions, which in 
the aggregate, we seem to understand per- 
fectly, yet often comprehend admissions, 
which, when we come to be aware of them, 
Yfe wee, by no means, prepared to adopt; 
though in effect we had, by implication al- 
ready adopted them, tmknown to ourselves. 
Other persons see in our complex ideas, what 
we do not; we comprehend in them what, to 
others, appears an inapposite combination. 
It is to ascertain the rectitude of these differ- 
ences of perception, that argument is required ; 
but this purpose cannot be answered, without 

B 
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a liberal and candid construction of what is 
advanced^ on both sides. How unjust it is 
to impute to another^ all the inferences which 
we, ourselves, would draw from the opinions 
which he entertains, is evident, if we con- 
sider, that, in all instances whatsoever of 
contested opinions, the parties a^ee in the 
premises; their difference is only as to the 
inferences, which ought, or otight not, to be 
drawn from them. Remonstrance, or expos- 
tulation, always supposes that the party, to 
whom it is addressed, is not avrare of the 
bearings and the real character of what is 
lU'ged upon him; it is an explanation of in- 
ferences, which, though they were true before, 
and implied before, were not before seen to 
be so, or are supposed, not to have been. 
The Scripture revelation has imparted a 
c&rtem ext^Eit of knowledge, and not more. 
What is made known is connected with much 
that is left in uncertainty. On many subjects, 
there is a mixture of the known, and the 
obscure. It is easy on such subjects to 
find much that may be questioned, and much 
that may be ccmjectured If we are liable to 
overlook and disbelieve, what, with more at- 
tention, we should have found reason to admit; 
we are, also, liable to presume upon what. 
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with moreattention^ weshould findtohavebeen 
erroneously adopted. The obscurity which 
causes some things toremain unobserved, causes 
others to be imagined different from what 
they are; and others, again, to be thought to 
exists which do not eidst at all. It is evident, 
how little, an uninstrueted, a prejudiced, or 
an uncandid mind is fitted, fully to under- 
stand the Scripture, in all its bearings on the 
numerous points of doctrine, which divide 
the Christian C!hurch. A highly-instructed 
and disciplined state of the understanding- 
and of the heart, is indispensible to an ade- 
quate apprehension of religious truth. 

What is said in the Scriptures, of the Ta*- 
lents, — ^the five, the two, and the one, — it does 
not appear ought to be exclusively understood 
of the powers and abilities conferred upon us; 
but as referable also, to opportunities of in- 
struction, to facilities and inducements, to 
advantages of imtural disposition ; to every^ 
thing in ourselves, naturally, or induced, 
everything around us, which is calculated to 
promote and aid our improvement. How is 
it possible to judge of another's intuation, in 
these multifarious respects? We know what 
we ourselves, might and ought to have done, 
and were convincingly instructed to havedone ; 



36 ON MUTUAL TOLERANCE, 

but we know not this, of other persons. It 
may be, that those who err, in regard to many, 
even important points, are more sincere, more 
compliant, to what they know; than those are, 
who know far more than they. To be admit- 
ted to a further insight, an ampler view of 
truth, is to be entrusted with additional talents ; 
forwhich, undoubtedly, we shall havehereafter, 
to render an account ; and it by no means be- 
comes him who has received a larger deposit, 
to reproach his feUow-servant, who has to 
answer to his Lord, for a more limited trust. 
If ^Hhere are last, that shall be first; and first, 
that shall be last ;'* let not those, who are 
of the foremost, value themselves, in compari- 
son, too much upon this! The mysterious 
paths of Providence, are often the contrary of 
our anticipations. Who would have thought, 
that, in the zealous and persecuting Pharisee, 
was the future Paul ? — ^that one so young and 
in so subordinate a station as Stephen, would 
be he, who was to lead the long procession of 
martyrs? Of those who were around our 
Lord, the first to meet hhn in Paradise, was 
he to whom he uttered, latest, the words of 
eternal life, — the malefactor hanging on the 

*Luke 13. 30. 
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cross ;—*while to his apostles^ his brethren, 
his mother, and the rest of his chosen, in 
that hour of their utmost distress, he said but 
little, — ^to those, to whom on the third day he 
would appear again, their risen and glorified 
Saviour. The first, on whom the primal 
sentence took efiFect, "dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return,"* was not either of the 
two who fell; nor yet he who was capable of 
being the first murderer; but wa« the inno- 
cent, and accepted Abel 1 

It is too often the case, that religion is 
exclusively contemplated as it relates to those, 
who are alrfeady, or are supposed to be, very 
much what they ought to be; instead of our 
regarding it, as the means of reclaiming and 
re-establishing a fallen and erroneous race, 
forgetful, inconstant, and self-deceptive. Yet 
the latter of these offices of religion, appears 
to be its principal design and end. A cor- 
rective and remedial treatment continues, to 
the last, to be applicable to the best of men. 
The Lord's Prayer, which by its very terms, 
is a daily prayer, implies the daily remem- 
brance of an equal necessity for aid and for 
mercy, in relation to all its subsequent parts ; 

*Gen.3. 19. 
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— ^forgiveness as we forgWe, deliver^uoe from 
evil, the agreement of our will with the 
divine will, aud a renewed disposition to 
hallow the name of our heavenly Father, 
Habitually, therefore, ought the remembrance 
of these con^iderations, and the duties they 
imply, to be present to the mind; — ^^^ Forgive 
us, as we fai^iye*' this day. This day be 
"thy kingdom and power and glory" com- 
memorated by us! 

Our personal interest in religioi^s opimQiiSi 
is too great, to admit of a p^ectly impa^rtial 
examination of other systems, liberality of 
sentiment, requires, therefore, to be expressly 
cultivated as an indispensible duty; even 
though vnthout any accurate knowledge, on 
our part, of the merits of opinions diff^ent 
from our own. The limits of human know- 
ledge, the shortness of life, the claims of our 
personal duties, preclude such an extent of 
investigation, as could, alone, uniformly ensure 
ajust and confident decision, in regard to other 
systems than our own. But the very circum- 
stance, that we cannot bestow a degree of 
research, necessary for knowing all the merits 
of others' opinions, requires that we should 
not prejudge them disadvantageously. 

Where mutual charity is maintained, the 
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great number of separate systems of christian 
faith is, in some respects, evidendy an advan^ 
tage to the oause of religious truth. Bmce the 
right of private judgment has beeomegenerally 
admitted, there results from thence, an implied 
understanding in different religious parties, 
as thotigh it were allowed between them, that 
"your profession is right for you, and it is your 
duty to maintain it ; as ours is right for us/* 
The various dissenting associations in this 
country, are not so much distinguished by a 
direct opposition to each other, or to the 
Established Church; as that each avows itself 
engaged to the vindi(»ition of some particular 
part of the general system of religious truth, 
in preference to the rest; not disclaiming 
the rest, but leaving it less an object of 
their attention. Thus, while one party is 
particularly solicitous to assert the value 
and importance of faith; another is solicitous^ 
in the same manner, for the rights of reason 
and of free inquiry; a third, dwells particu- 
larly on moral rectitude, and on the exp^-- 
ency of religious rites of a sokmn and 
affecting nature; a fourth, cherishes simpler 
and more spiritualize views of refigion. 
None of them disclaim the objects, especially 
valued by the others; and the National 
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Church, though in a less marked manner^ 
may be said to comprehend them all. It is 
very probable, considering these separate sys- 
tems as parts of the whole of Christianity; or 
rather as different aspects, under which, it 
may be approached; that each part is better 
vindicated and explained, and rendered more 
effectually conducive to the advancement of 
true religion, than would be the case, imder 
any different state of things ; — a consideration, 
which is calculated deeply to impress the 
mind, with the limited nature of its own 
powers, compared to the infinite extent of 
Divine Truth, and the ample stores of wisdom, 
offered to the human race, in the Christian 
revelation! It must, however, be confessed, 
that in a graat part of mankind, there is an. 
utter unconsciousness, either of the fact, or 
of the sentiment that it suggests. A great 
many persons are, in truth, but little ac- 
quainted with those considerations, by which 
a tolerant disposition is urged upon us, as a 
positive duty; and are extremely disinclined 
to entertain them. Nothing but this, will 
account for the long delay in the complete 
establishment of toleration, as an essential 
part of civil freedom, in this enlightened 
country. Religious liberty is, at length. 
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recognized by the laws; but is far from being 
r-eeognized, in the general feeling and practice 
of mankind. 

The same intolerant spirit which endeavours 
to enforce particular explanations of Scripture, 
has, in earlier times, originated the excessive 
authority claimed for those contrivances of 
phraseology, the numerous scholastic formuhB, 
which, while they are supposed to be the con- 
centrated wisdom of revelation, in all its heights 
and its depths, are themselves^ inexplicable. 
They are, however, perfectly well calculated to 
repress all the aspirations of independent 
thought; and have most conveniently served 
the ends of party, in designating men, by 
other distinctions than those works, by which, 
only, they are to be known; and however they 
may have been designed to unite, have, per- 
haps more than any other cause, miserably 
rent and divided the Church. 

In truth, it is but rarely, that we are put in 
possession of what another's entire opinion is, 
on religious subjects ; or, of all the qualifications 
and admissions, with which it is accompa;^ 
med in his mind; and which materially influ- 
ence its eflfect upon himself, both in his senti* 
ments and practice. Nor is every one, capable 
of stating these for the vindication of himself; 
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or even of definitely estimating them, in his 
own mind; or of surveying them in any dis* 
criminated, or comprehensive manner. It is 
by no means uncommon, for persons to know, 
and to be influenced by, a great deal that 
they find extremely diflicult to explain to 
others; especially if those others hear impati- 
ently, and with no very favourable disposition. 

Nothing is easier than to confide in superior 
powers and endowments, beyond that mode- 
ration, which the consciousness of an inherent 
tendency to error, ought, lastingly, to impress 
upon the mind. Thosepowers and endowments 
are affected by the depravation which human 
nature has undergone ; and if they become 
restored to the integrity of their original state, 
it will be by a proficiency in all graces and 
virtues, such as, collectively, would be the 
restoration of the Divine image in man. But 
if ever, as individuals, it should be our happi- 
ness to approach so blessed a condition, and 
to have followed so perseveringly the path of 
christian improvement; we shall certainly not 
retain, then, any very anxious solicitude, to 
exercise, towards others, a right of infallible 
dictation. 

No injustice is more evident, than to con- 
demn persons for such instances of failure 
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and imperfection, as are properly attribu- 
table to the common nature and condition, 
which we share with them. Unless we think 
it is to be expected, that the mind should pass 
from error, to the complete and perfect ap- 
prehension of all religious truth, at once; 
it is clear, that a progress in truth, itself, im- 
plies a partial continuance of error. "Lord, 
I believe, help thou my unbelief."* So far as 
there was not belief, there was, in this in- 
stance, unbelief. How often is it remarked 
by our Saviour, to His most fayoured disciples, 
that they were "of little faith!" Faith, small, 
even as a grain of mustard-seed, has still the 
qualities, and the operation, that are appro- 
priate to its nature. In the meantime, intent 
and eager in stretching the line of judgment, 
upon the merits and demerits of others; we 
very willingly and contentedly suppose, that 
ourselves have no remaining misconceptions, 
that require an indulgent estimate; that we 
ourselves have no further progress to make, 
in the acquisition of Divine Truth; and may 
very contentedly rest, self-applauded, in our 
present position; — ^a state of mind, which, if 
we believe the reiterated language of the 

*Mark 9, 24 
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Scriptures, is most undesirable. Wlien We 
contrast with the height of authority, whidh 
is assumed in the practice of intolerance, the 
real and actual condition of man, as he is 
contemplated, in the Sacred Scriptures; it is 
not easy to conceive a greater disproportion, 
than exists in this instance: a being, wh(f, 
himself, requires daily assistance and mercy, 
continually raiewed forgiveness and restora- 
tion, a daily deliverance from evil; yet, un- 
sparingly dealing round anathemas and ex- 
clusions, where he owes sympathy and Suc- 
cour; — can any thing exceed the impropriety 
of this? 

As it was a pre-eminent characteristic in 
our Lord to seek and to j§ave that which W6s 
lost, so it is in Christianity itself, and surely 
ought to be so in His followers. The influence 
whidbi arises by means of reiterated fbrbear- 
ance, and persevering kindness, will often 
succeed in accomplishing, what no efforts 6f 
solicitation, and no skill of argument would 
ever have obtained. Whenwearein thewrbng, 
the best proof that, had we before known bet- 
ter, we should have thought and acted differ- 
ently, is the readiness with which we afterwards 
perceive, and hasten to repair our error. On 
the contrary, an eicdesbiVe impatience on mat- 
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tets of regions opmion, a tenacious nmixiter- 
MUfi^ of partial views, a disposition to dis- 
trust others, and to eall their princip}es,Ughtly, 
in question; — ^where is all this. to end? 

Men are ig&orant of the resources and the 
energies of Truth, else they would :not be so 
impatient in regard to its prospects; . or.think 
-their owix efforts of. so much ioaportaace to 
its security. It is evident, that to mai^ 
persons, Truth is somethmg most frail and 
shadowy, something iQost perishabte; as^ 
that, once lost, is' likely to be lost for ever.-*- 
"Truth," says our incomparable Milton, ^'is 
strong, next to the Almighty !" 

Bistinguished froili /others, as ^very indivi- 
dual is, by differeiices of ciroumstaince: wfd 
off experience, and by diiferenote t)f ii!Kterm^ 
- culture : and acquisition; how 4s - it possible, 
v^here there is a real e&me^tness^ of thought, 
that there should.be any thing like, a ready 
conformity of opinion, with the requisitions 
of other persons. Truth, in the mind, likera 
plant, advances in growth by a vital con- 
nexion of the new processes with those which 
already existed^ and they are modified by each 
other ; it . is not constituted by prepared and 
formal aggregations from without. Even en- 
grafted stems must vitaUy intertwine thw 
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fibres with the substance, and imbibe the 
juices of the plant that receives them; must 
become vivified as a part of it, and living with 
its life. And, therefore, it is perfectly true, 
that a great part of what is conferred by edu- 
cation, and by external instruction of any 
kind, is never properly ours, until, by prac- 
tical application, and by reflection, it becomes 
a part of our intellectual consciousness. 
That only is truth to us, which we ourselves, 
by the exercise of reflection, have discrimi- 
nated from error; and with respect to which, 
we have acquired the light of settled con- 
viction. 

If we contemplate a human being, in what 
he is in himsdf, in what he is capable of, and 
is formed for; the wonderful provision that 
has been made for him; his native anticipa- 
tions of an immortal destmation; his native 
sense of responsibility to a Higher Power; — 
when we consider, "how complicate, how 
wonderful, is Man!" — it might become us to 
pause, before we take upon ourselves to form 
an absolute opinion, as to the light, in which, 
any individual whatever, is regarded by his 
Maker. His liabilities to act and think in a 
manner, unworthy of himself, may well en- 
gage the liveliest sympathy; may well engage 
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the mind to the utmost endeavours for bene- 
fiting^ instructing^ and assisting any human 
being, in his highest, his spiritual interests; 
with all the fervour and assiduity of love: 
and on no account^ is it allowable, to contract 
feelings of rqpulsion, and distaste, even for 
the most erroneous, and most misled. Such 
is the example of our Lord, "the friend of 
publicans and sinners;*'* especially exempli- 
fied on that ever-memorable occasion, when 
He forgot not even those, who were instru** 
mental to His death, but prayed for theni, on 
the cross.— "Father! forgive them, for 

THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO !"-|- To act 

in the spirit of His example, is not only the 
most likely method to reclaim from error and 
perversion; but, also, to preserve from them, 
and from their unhappy tendencies; and, cer- 
tainly, in no way prevents the proper expo- 
sure of error, at once with candour and vrith 
firmness. 

Though there is far more of approachable 
Truth than men, commonly, avail themselves 
of; yet, their impatient curiosity would pene- 
trate beyond the limits assigned them ; and a 

*Matt. 11. 19. 
tLuke23c34. 
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preference is too often given to a semUaiicey 
that is acconunodated to personal interests 
and prepossessions^ and is limited and adapted 
to transitory occasions* The instructed and 
modest disciple of Tmth knows sufficiently to 
distinguish between the semblance and the re- 
ality; sufficiently for the great purposes of 
religion, in this present state of being. If 
more than this is withhdd, he doubts not, 
it is wisely witWield; and, in the acquiescence 
of his will, with the manifest ordering of 
Divine Providence, he finds a sense of satis- 
faction, and a peace of mind, which are his 
very ample reward. 



END OF PART SECOND. 
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Watt €Ut!0. 

THE ULTIMATE TEST OF TRUTH. 

But, while the Scriptures lend but little coun- 
tenance to a restless curiosity, and but little 
to the plans of intolerance; and though they 
leave the zeal of controversy at a loss, re- 
stricted and baffled by opposite reasonings; 
yet they eflFectually conduce to purposes of 
inexpressible importance. In the sacred vo- 
lume, we have access to the purest fountains 
of recorded wisdom ; to be made of the high- 
est value to us, by a continual reciprocation 
with our own thoughts, feelings, and actions. 
It is our great instructor, commenting upon 
experience; and, by its means, the maturing 
of our conceptions, on religious truth, is prin- 
cipally ensured. In the Holy Scriptures alone, 
are realized the long-cherished, yet almost 
hopeless aspirations of philosophy, those of 
a Socrates and a Cicero; — in the assurance 
which they give of a future existence, of the 
superintending providence of God, and of the 

6 
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reconciliation of offending man^ to his Creator. 
What ^'a cloud of witnesses" have we there I 
What inducements^ what examples, what pros- 
pects, are there proposed to us! As aU 
privileges are attended with corresponding 
duties; so the Scriptures, — as they are the prin- 
cipal means for the dissemination of religious 
knowledge, — require from those who have the 
happiness to possess them, a correspon- 
dence of sentiments and conduct, with the 
principles of rectitude, which are there en- 
forced. They enjoin upon mankind, a pro- 
gress in improvement ; with the promise of as- 
sistance, that will never be wanting to their 
necessities : which, in its result, is the favour 
of Almighty God, and is the consummation 
of felicity. Considered in these pomts of 
view, is it possible to value the Scriptures too 
highly, or to be too solicitous that they should 
be universally known? 

The full apprehension of truth is a matter 
of continual learning ; into which the Holy 
Spirit, if we obey Him, will lead us. Truth 
is only, then, effectually known, when it is felt 
as a power which prevails over all the inferior 
propensities, and leads into the "liberty of the 
children of God."* No progress already 

♦Rom. a 21. 
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made eicempts from the oUigation to farther 
improvement; new duties^ new satisfiEtctioiis 
present themselves, new prospects still open 
to the rising mind. ^^I connt not myself to 
have apprehended, but this one thii^ I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize**'* Without a consciousness that we 
advance in the path of religious and jmostsl 
improvement, we cannot but reproach our-^ 
selves for the ineffectual possession of so 
many blessings; and above all, of time itself. 
A gradual progression, a gradual rising into 
fuller light, is the vocation of the Christian^ 
The wisdom whidi is acquired in the habitual 
practice of the Christiaa, virtues, is of a kind 
wholly different from that, which is the £rtdt 
of speculations, inquiries^ and reasonmgs^ 
Our whole nature is instructed^ not the 
intellect alone. Tl^ resources of oar spirit 
tual nature, are no mcHre to be known by 
speculation only, than those of our social 
affections are. It is but a small part of Gfaris- 
tian wisdom which can be derived from others, 
or is capable of being transmitted by Ian* 

♦Phil 3. 13. 
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guage. To the cultivation of just sentiments 
on God and religion^ requires to be added 
the practical cultivation of all those sympathies 
of our moral nature^ which dispose to what- 
ever is excellent. By such a process as this^ 
men become better; the animating principle 
of which, is the Divine assistance, not instead 
of our own exertions, but in aid of them. 
It is the distinction of man, created in the 
image, of God, but fallen, that his spiritual 
nature is, still, capable of responding to the 
influences of Divine Truth; is recipient of a 
restorative light from heaven; is capable of 
becoming " renewed after the image of Him 
that created him."* "For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind."-|- 

Though not entirely, yet in great part, 
belief may be the result of fixed purposes; 
inasmuch as these ensure such an attention 
to evidence, as results in conviction. To a 
certain extent, therefore, belief is dependent 
on the will. It is by exerting the attention, 
that distant and permanent interests are en- 
sured. The present time, as it is conversant, 

*Col. 3. 10. 
t2Tim, 1.7. 
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Strictly speaking, principally with the affec- 
tions, appetites, and sensations, requires but 
little of exerted attention. The reverse, how- 
ever, is tnie, in regard to our higher, that is 
to say, our future interests, and most of all, 
in regard to those which are eternal. From 
hence it arises, that the habit of reflection is 
one of the highest duties that we owe to our- 
selves, — that there are obligations of duty in 
regard to thoughts, not less important than 
in regard to actions; and, indeed, the latter 
are, in great measure, dependent on the former. 
The pre-eminent distinction of the religious 
system of the Society of Friends, consists in 
their maintaining, in a fuller sense than is done 
by most other Christians, the essential spiri- 
tuality of the Christian religion; its office of 
completing the renovation of human nature, 
by an individually experienced, and an inward 
sanctification of the character, to be effected, 
by a reliance on the teachings of Truth, in the 
soul, — ^not to the exclusion of any means, what- 
ever, for theaccess of Truth, far otherwise; and 
especially holding the Scriptures in reverential 
deference, as of inestimable value, and to be 
frequently, religiously, and diligently read. 
That man is instructed by the Divine Spirit, 
is so repeatedly and so clearly asserted in the 
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Scriptures, that I believe almost the whole 
Christian worid includes this as a part of the 
system of Christian doctrine. But it is com- 
paratively but little insisted upon, in any 
application to the consciences and |»*actice of 
men, except by the Society of Friends. And, 
certainly, if it be true, that Divine instruc- 
tion is to be found in the mind itself, scarcely 
any part of practical religion can be more im- 
portant to be attended, to than this. The 
Silent Worship of the Friends, properly un- 
derstood, instead of precluding other sources 
of instruction, tends to make them still more 
effective; since, by reflection, and by medita- 
tion, they are all brought to bear, essentially, 
on personal and individual improvement 
Public discourses, as a part of religious wor-> 
ship, are less necessary now, than in former 
periods. The best writings of the best men, 
and above all, the Scriptures, are accessible to 
almost every one; and whenever we please^ 
open their treasures before us. Hence, public 
worship may become, what it could not, in ear^ 
lier times, with equal advantage, — ^individual, 
intellectual, spiritual; — ^a real approach of the 
mind before its Creator, in precisely the cha- 
racter, and with the sentiments, becoming 
our real personal condition. We are required 
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" to IbUow on, to know the Lord.'** It is a 
very remarkable expression. How are we 
really to experience this? — ^by reading, but 
not by thought ? — ^by hearing the discourses 
of another person, but not by reflection, in 
ourselves? "The words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit and they are life."-^ But 
are they only such, when our eyes dwell on 
the sacred page ; or, when we hear them re- 
cited by another? And are they not such, 
when they occur in the course of our own 
meditations, and are a part of our spontaneous 
thoughts, and connect themselves with our 
personal experience and feelings; with our 
hopes and convictions ? "He, the Spirit, shall 
bring all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever I have said unto you.'*J St. Paul attri- 
butes to our Lord a power, by which "he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself.''^ How 
does this power evince itself? Where ? Does 
it ever cease from the church ? What is the 
process of its operation ? Is it not principally 
manifested, in theheartof man ? Is itnot, there, 
manifested by reclaiming from all that is wrong, 

* Hosea, 6. 3. 
t John, 6. 63. 
J John, 14. 26. 
§ Phil. 3.21. 
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by supplying our defects, and by seconding our 
endeavours; — ^sustaining, enlightning, and re- 
newing the mind. It is our highest happiness 
and privilege, that [weare enabled to approach 
our Creator, to love and reverence Him. "Ac- 
quaint thyself with God, and be at peace.*'* 
We are called to the love of God, as the high- 
est and holiest principle of thought and action. 
The assistance of the Holy Spirit is not at 
our command. Nor, indeed, are our own 
intellectual powers, at all times, equally dis- 
posed to eflfective exertion. Our social, even 
our natural affections, the liveliness of sympa- 
thy, are more and less intense, at different 
times. The force of conviction, the clearness 
of perception, are not always the same. Of 
all these advantages, it is our duty to avail 
ourselves, with the more promptitude and 
fidelity, the more diligent attention, — because 
they are not at all times, equally, granted to 
us. Men less conceive of the Divine good- 
ness and infinite perfection, as they are less 
what they ought to be; and it is among the 
happy fruits of a life advancing in rectitude, 
that it is attended with worthy conceptions 
of the Divine Being, the Universal Parent 

*Job, 22. 21 
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the most merciful. Our conclusions^ and 
thoughtson religious subjects, derive a superior 
character, from the improvement which we have 
made, of the various advantages conferred upod 
us. How should he, conceive adequately of 
God, whose mind is alienated from the love 
and practice of goodness? An obedience, 
which is the effect of fear, by no means an- 
swers to the Scripture-designation of obedi- 
ence; which is, a rectitude arising from true 
affection and integrity of mind, — ^implying as 
well love, as reverence and fear, and a satisfied 
conscience and understanding, — ^a love "with 
all the heart and soul and mind"* — a, thorough 
consecration to God. 

The New Testament never designates the 
Scripture as a "Rule of faith ;"^ but as 
designed to incite, inform, and edify; and as 
written for these purposes, at the instance, 
and under the inspiration, of the Holy Ghost. 
Nor, I believe, throughout the whole of the 
Old and the New Testament, is " a Rule of 
faith" an idea, that once occurs. Men are 

* Matt. 22. 37. 
+ The word " faith/' I believe^ only occurs twice, in the 
Old Testament— Dc«/. 32. 20. and Hah. 2. 4. In the 
first instance only, it means hdief. In the second, it appears 
to mean integrity, 
H 
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ealted, in the Scriptures, to faith and virtue, — 
as the rising into a better and better condition 
of their nature. "In the Gospel of Christ is 
the righteousness of God revealed, from faith 
to feith;'* "The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-suflPering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.**-f* "Till 
we all come, in the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.'*J " Faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen/*§ " By works, was faith made per- 
fect."|| "Faith which worketh by love."f 
" And God, which knoweth the hes^ts, bare 
them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, 
even as he did unto us ; and put no diflFerence 
between us and them, purifying their hearts 
by faith.*'** " My doctrine is not mine, but 
His that sent me. If any man will do His 
witt, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
itbeofGod."tt 

Have we not, then, ultimately, in ourselves, 
an adequate test of Truth? Yes, certainly, — 

♦ 
*Rom. U 17. tGal. 5. 22. JEphes. 4. 13. 

§Heb. 11. 1, II James 2. 22. IT Gal. 5. 6. 

♦* Acts 15. a t+Jolinr. 16. 
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thanks be to God ! — we have ; in that measure 
of light, mercifully dispensed by our Heavenly 
Father, to the extent that has pleased Hin^ 
to some n^ore, to some less; immediately, at 
His pleasure ; or, through various providential 
means; — ^through the Holy Scriptures, the 
exercise of the intellectual and symtual facul- 
ties, and the experience of life; that measure of 
light, of which we have all to avail ourselves, 
for which, personally, we are answerable, 
and, by whidi, we shall be judged. Nor are 
we faithful stewards of that inestimable trust, 
but as we occupy with it, until He shall be 
pleased to call us to our account; when, we 
shall answer to our m^ciful Creator, not for 
what we have not received, but for what we 
have.* Thus man, every where, even the un- 
taught rover of the desert, is susceptible of 
religious ii^uaice, and stands in a responsi- 
ble relation to God. There are springs (^ 
consolation, that have never overflowed tm 
any page; and breathings of intercession ia 
the heart, that never were, and never can be 
uttered ; and songs of praise, which, though 
they have passed no lips, or were ui^ard by 
any human ear, are not imregarded on high. 

* Luke 12. 48. 
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Man has not been exposed to so many dangers, 
to so many causes of perversion, — without 
having the resource, of the Divine protection 
and guidance! Prayer ascends to God, in 
all the languages of ^^voice-dividing men;" 
from the tents of the Arab, and the Indian 
wigwam; irom the vaulted cathedral, as from 
*^ raftered roofs of worship ;'* — ascends to Him 
^^ who provideth for the raven his food, when 
his young ones cry unto God;"*^- Who dispenses 
His dews and His sunshine, on the pastures of 
the wilderness, as on the cultured precincts of 
human resort. 

Although our utmost conceptions of the 
Deity must, ever, fall infinitely short of his 
adorable perfections; still, it is our duty, to 
conceive the worthiest and best we are able, 
with all reverence, of the Supreme Being. 
But, we may become disqualified for knowing 
God, as we may, for loving Him. In the 
language of St. Paul the depraved "glorify 
not God, as God,"^* nor do they apprehend 
Him, under any worthy conception of his 
glorious, perfectly good, and adorable nature. 
It is the pure in heart alone, who, can 
conceive, in any adequate manner of God. 

* Job 38. 41. tRom. 1. 21. 
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Hence the force of the expostulation^ — " Thou 
thoughtest, that I, was altogether such an 
one, as thyself.'** " To the pure all things are 
pure."^ " Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they, shall see God !*'+ 

The authority of truth in ourselves, is that 
which sanctions, to us, the reality of truth in 
everything else. "That which may be known 
of God, is manifest in them ; for, God hath 
showed it unto them.§" In the human soul 
is to be found the ultimate Test of Truth. 
It is in Man, that God is to be known. 



The following are the principal positions, 
insisted upon, in these pages. 

1. — ^A liability to error, is part of the pro- 
videntially-appointed condition of man; is 
part of our moral discipline; and gives rise 
to many essential duties, towards others, 
ourselves, and God. 

2. — There is no such decisive test, of com- 

* Psalms 50. 21. t Titus 1 15. 
JMatt. 5. 8. §Roin. 1. 19. 
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mon reference, existing, in regard to varieties 
of opinion in religion; — as that, any parties 
can become entitled, from thence, to denounce 
others, in an opprobrious sense, on account 
of their religious principles, sincerely enter- 
tained. 

3, — ^Ultimately, in ourselves, and for our- 
selves, and for mutual edification, there exists 
an adequate Test of Truth; — that measure of 
spiritual Ught^ to some greater, to some less, 
administered by the Holy Spirit, in various 
manners, and through various means, of which 
the principal, is the Sacred Writings ; — ^for the 
available possession of which, we are answer- 
able, not to other men, but to God! 



END OF PART THIRD. 
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Extracts from the Inlroductum to ^' Observations on the 
Distinguishing Views and Practices of the Sodety of 
Friends;' by Josh. John Gurney, 1834< 7th ediiion. 

*^ Our early Friends were bold to assert that as^ on the 
one hand^ Christ died for all men^ so on the other^ all 
are made partakers of a measure of the light, life^ power « 
and spirit of the Redeemer of men — ^that there is not a man 
born into the world who has not his day of visitation — ^that 
a law \& written with the finger of God, on the hearts of all 
men, by which, in various degrees^ the natural conscience 
is enlightened and guided." 

'^They knew indeed that this light is often very faint in the 
children of ignorance and idolatry; that it shines 'in a dark 
place,' and that the darkness comprehends it not; but they 
also knew that it is pure and unchanging in its character." 

" The view which our early Friends took of this great doc. 
trine, appears never to have suggested to them a single doubt 
of the importance of spreading a knowledge of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. On the contrary, many of them 
were diligently engaged in this work, and laboured for the 
diffusion of true Christianity, not (mly in their own land, 
but when they ran to and fro in the e^rth, and in the distant 
isles of the sea. George^ Fox in particular was a zealous 
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promoter of the knowlege of Christy and laboured for its 
dissemination among the negroes of the West Indies." 

"It is, indeed, only the abuse of the doctrine of a uniFersal 
light, which could lead any man to set at nought any Chris- 
tian effort for so holy a purpose. The doctrine itself affords 
a delightful encouragement to all such labours of love. Who 
that is engaged in preaching the gospel, either at home or 
abroad, can deny the advantage of being able to appeal to 
the light of God's law appearing in the hearts of his hearers? 
By such an appeal, he may, through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, convince them of sin, and may thus prepare 
the way of Christ; and although this light may not always 
shine brightly, yet according to Us measure, it will still be 
a sure ally to the word preached; it will be found invariably 
on the side of truth, and holiness, and Grod." 

*^ That there is a vast difference, in point of morals and 
religion, between the condition of the heathen world and 
that of Christian nations, no well-informed person will pre. 
tend to deny; and the more we are aware of our superior 
advantages in these respects, the more zealous we ought to 
be in difliising the benefits which we ourselves enjoy, among 
our benighted fellow-men. But of what permanent use to us 
will be the knowledge of the gospel, if we do not give way 
to the influence of that divine Spirit who strives, in much 
long-suffering, with unregenerate man."* 

**They have never failed to insist on the necessity of 
obedience to the still small voice of the inward Teacher ; 
and they have always maintained that this obedience is of 
primary importance to a right knowledge of the truth. The 
more use we make of the light bestowed upon us, the more 
will that light be increased; it will set our sins in order be- 
fore us; it will humble us in a clear view of our own 

• See Gen. vi. 3. 
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UD worthiness; it will lead us to the foot of the Saviour's 
cross. It is the influence of the Spirit of the Father, 
operating on the willing soul^ which can alone bring us to 
a real and practical acquaintance with the son of his love." 

^* Yet nothing could be farther from the minds of our 
early Friends^ than so to misapply this truths as in any de- 
gree to justify the disuse of the Holy Scriptures. They 
were themselves diligent readers of the Bible; and they 
well knew that it was in the use and not in the neglect of 
this blessed means appointed by Providence for our instruc- 
tion, that we are to expect the more abundant light and 
influence of the Holy Spirit." 

''There is probably no body of Christians who have taken 
more pains than Friends have done, to enjoin upon their 
members a frequent perusal of the Scriptures of Truth. It 
is one of those duties which is annually brought home to us 
by a public inquiry addressed to all our inferior meetings; 
and it has been the subject of many a warm exhortation, 
and many a strong advice, issued by our yearly meeting 
itself. Nothing can have been more clear than the testimony 
of the Society to the divine origin of the book. Friends 
have always asserted that it was given by the inspiration of 
God." 



Frcm Wm, Penrts ^^ Journal of his Travels in 1677." 
page 192. edit. 1835. 

Extract from a Letter, from George Fox to the Princess 
Palatine, Elizabeth, — ''And now, my Friend, the holy 
men of God wrote the Scriptures, as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost ; and all Christendom are on heaps about 
those Scriptures, because they are not led by the same 
Holy Ghost as those were, that gave forth the Scriptures; 
which Holy Ghost they must come to, in themselves, and 
I 

/ 
/ 
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be led \ff, if tbey come into nil tlie tnitii of tfaem^ and to 
hav« the comf<Nrt of God^ Christy and them. For " none 
can call Jesus^ Lord, but by tbe Holy Gbost ;'* and all that 
call Chrigt^ Lord^ without the Holy Ghost^ take his name 
in vidn. Likewise^ all that name his name^ are to depart 
from iniquity; then they name his name with reverence^ in 
truth and righteousness. O ! therefore^ feel the grace and 
truth in thy hearty that is come by Jesus Christy that 
will teach thee how to li^e, and what to deny. It will 
establish thy hearty season thy words, and bring thy salva- 
tion^ and will be a teacher unto thee at all times. By it^ 
thou mayest receive Christy from whence it c(mies; and as 
many as receive him, to them he gives power, not only to 
stand against sin and evil, but to become the sons of God ; 
if sons, then heirs of a life and a world and a kingdom, 
without end, and of the eternal riches and treasurer thereof.** 

'* Amsterdam the 7th of the 6th month, 1677." 



THE END. 
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